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1.0  OVERVIEW 

1.1 Background 

The Township of Warwick is a rural community of approximately 4000 residents (Canada 2006 
Census) lying in the central eastern area of Lambton County in southwestern Ontario.  The 
Township was forged from the amalgamation of the former Village of Watford and the 
Township of Warwick in 1998. The economic foundation of the community has been agriculture 
and agri-business, supported by retail, educational, medical and other services, with some 
manufacturing, principally located within Watford area.  

As with many rural communities over the last twenty years, there has been significant attrition of 
services and economic activity in the urban nodes.  In Watford, there has been a reduction in the 
number of retail stores, the closure of a public secondary school and the loss of several 
manufacturing businesses.  Although the agricultural and agri-business sectors have been 
sustained, they have experienced a number of key trends, including farm consolidations an 
increased number of farmers required to work off farm and other challenges have impacted farm 
families and communities across the country.  

1.2 Principles and Goals 
 
The following principles have been identified in support of a Downtown Renewal VISION: 
 

- A vibrant and diverse commercial area is an important asset in building a healthy, 
attractive environmentally aware and economically strong viable community; 

- Downtown business operators, building owners and the community have important roles 
and interests in working together to sustain and grow successful commercial downtown 
area; a strong downtown is an important contributor in achieving both broader 
community economic development and quality of life goals. 

 
1.3 Purpose 
 
The Township of Warwick Community Improvement Plan (CIP) reflects the economic 
development vision of the community and establishes revitalization goals and priorities for 
action.  The Township of Warwick Community Improvement Plan is the framework for 
stimulating economic development action and investment by public, private and community 
partners.  The Community Improvement Plan (CIP) will establish revitalization and economic 
development goals to stimulate growth within the entire Township of Warwick.  Availability of 
these programs and incentives will be evaluated and decided upon by Council on the basis of 
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what will serve the community best at any point in time over the implementation of the CIP. The 
Township of Warwick Community Improvement Plan (CIP) will focus on: 
 

Incentive-Based Programs  
    • Brownfields environmental assessment, remediation and redevelopment 
    • Commercial building façade improvements   
    • Downtown/commercial corridor revitalization 
    • Preservation and adaptive reuse of heritage and industrial buildings  
    • Accessibility enhancements 
    • Structural improvements to dilapidated buildings 
    • Tax-increment-Equivalent grant programs 
    • Permit fee grant programs 
 
Municipally-Driven Programs 
    • Infrastructure works  
    • Municipal property acquisition, land assembly and sale of lands 
    • Municipal facilities construction and rehabilitation 
    • Public space, parks and recreation works 
    • Signage, streetscape and landscaping improvements. 
 

For all of the incentive programs offered, there are General Eligibility Requirements (outlined in 
Section 10.0) that must be met in order to be eligible to access the financial incentives for 
community improvement within the Community Improvement Project Area. In addition, for each 
Financial Incentive Program, there are Program Specific Eligibility Requirements, which are 
outlined in the tables provided in the following sections.  
 
Council will establish an annual budget for the implementation of the Community Improvement 
Plan, and specifically for the provision of incentives as part of the Financial Incentive Program 
based on priority. In most cases, the Financial Incentive Programs made available through the 
Township of Warwick Community Improvement Plan can be used individually or in 
combination with another CIP Financial Incentive Program (or any other existing Township 
incentive program) in accordance with Table 10.2 in Section 10 and as indicated in the following 
tables. However, this does not apply to the Tax Increment-Equivalent Grant Program, which 
cannot be used in combination with any other incentive program. 
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2.0    POLICY FRAMEWORK 

2.1 Legislation 
 
Provincial Legislation outlines the framework for Community Improvement Plans (CIP). Under 
Section 28 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, the municipality has the ability to designate area of 
the municipality as a “community improvement project area”.  Section 28 of the Act states that 
“Where there is an official plan in effect in a local municipality that contains provisions relating 
to community improvement in the municipality, the council may, by by-law, designate the whole 
or any part of an area covered by such an official plan as a community improvement project 
area.”  The Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990 further defines a community improvement project area as 
“a municipality or an area within a municipality, the community improvement of which in the 
opinion of the council is desirable because of age, dilapidation, overcrowding, faulty 
arrangement, unsuitability of buildings or for any other environmental, social or community 
economic development reason”.  

The Planning Act authorizes a municipality to undertake the following specific activities, once a 
by-law has been passed to designate a community improvement project area: 
 

a) Acquire land within the community improvement project area with the approval of the 
Minister if the land is acquired before a community improvement plan mentioned under 
subsection (4) comes into effect and without the approval of the Minister if the land is 
acquired after the community improvement plan comes into effect; 

 
b) Hold land acquired before of after the passing of the by-law within the community 

improvement project area;  
 

c) Clear, grade or otherwise prepare the land for community improvement; and 
 

d) Make grants or loans to registered or assessed owners, tenants and anyone else assigned 
by the owner or tenant to pay for the whole or any part of the cost of rehabilitating such 
lands and buildings in conformity with the Community Improvement Plan. 

 
2.2 Economic Development 
  
As authorized by the provisions of Section 28 of the Planning Act, the Township of Warwick 
Official Plan and this CIP, the municipality may, where appropriate and necessary, acquire, 
assemble and/or dispose of land for the purposes of reducing or eliminating land use conflicts, 
the creation of parcels of a suitable size and shape for economic development purposes, for 
improving access, for servicing lands within community improvement project area, and generally 
facilitating economic development within the community improvement project area. 
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In addition to the elimination of land use conflicts, the ability to assemble and consolidate land 
will allow the Township to ensure that parcels or appropriate sizes and configurations can be 
made available for use for economic development purposes in a timely manner. 
 
2.3 Official Plan 
 
The Community Improvement Plan (CIP) is expected to promote and implement a number of the 
goals and objectives of the Township of Warwick Official Plan. It will provide for improvement 
and rehabilitation of the commercial and other sectors; it will generate additional employment 
and business opportunities by creating a positive and cooperative investment climate; it will 
stimulate private investment; it will improve the appearance of the commercial corridors and it 
will eliminate deterioration and stimulate pride in ownership and occupancy. 
 
The Township of Warwick Official Plan contains an outline for selecting and defining 
Community Improvement areas. Under Part D; Community Development of the Township of 
Warwick's Official Plan policies for identifying Community Improvement areas includes: 
 
general objectives 
 
5.1.1 For all areas, it is the intent of the Municipality: 
 
 a) to contribute to an enhanced sense of community in the Municipality; 
 
 b) to upgrade and improve municipal infrastructure where it is deficient; 
 
 c) to enhance social and recreational facilities; 
 
 d) to aid in fulfilling the potential of commercial districts in the Municipality; and 
 
 e) to enhance the economic potential of the Municipality in order to foster 

employment generating activity. 
 
 f) to designate sufficient lands for employment uses to provide opportunities and 

options for a variety of employment uses;  
 
 g) to protect and preserve employment areas for current and future uses.; 
 
 h) to identify and promote opportunities for intensification and redevelopment 

within Brownfield sites;  and 
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i) to encourage infilling on vacant lots, on Brownfields, or on other 
underutilized land. 

 
5.1.2 In residential areas the Municipality intends: 
 
 a) to maintain and rehabilitate older neighbourhoods; 
 
 b) to upgrade and enhance hard municipal services in older neighbourhoods; 
 
 c) to provide for the special housing needs of senior citizens, low income families, 

and the handicapped; and 
 
 d) to provide improved neighbourhood and residentially oriented recreational 

facilities. 
 
5.1.3 In commercial areas the Municipality intends: 
 
 a) to enhance their role as community centres; 
 
 b) to encourage redevelopment, intensification and revitalization; 
 
 c) to upgrade and improve municipal infrastructure where deficient; 
 
 d) to enhance the commercial streetscape for improved aesthetics, commercial 

attractiveness, and to foster and improve pedestrian circulation systems; 
 
 e) to foster links to areas of recreational and community activities;  
 
 f) to foster better organization and availability of municipal or shared parking 

areas; 
 
 g) to encourage appropriate forms of residential development; and 
 
 h) to eliminate land use conflicts. 
 
objectives for industrial and service commercial areas 
 
5.1.4 In industrial and service commercial areas the Municipality intends: 
 
 a) to encourage appropriate development and redevelopment to facilitate 

economic activity; 
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 b) to eliminate land use conflicts; and 
 
 c) to upgrade access and servicing to industrial lands where deficient. 
 
 objectives for brownfield areas 
 

a) to promote the rehabilitation, revitalization and reuse of Brownfields through 
the promotion of grants or loans to owners of Brownfields in order to assist in 
the cost of clean up and redevelopment. 

 
b) to participate in partnerships with Business Improvement Areas, Community 

Development Corporations, Economic Development agencies, or other 
community groups to support the revitalization or redevelopment of 
Brownfield’s.  

 
 general criteria 
 
5.2.1 The following are considered to be candidates for community improvement projects: 
 
 a) areas where land use conflicts exist; 
 
 b) areas which require upgrading or replacement of road surfaces, sewer or water 

systems, storm water management systems, streetlighting or sidewalks; 
 
 c) areas where social or recreational facilities are deficient; and 
 
 d) areas where environmental or natural heritage preservation and conservation 

are deficient. 
 
5.3 Potential Public Land Acquisition 
 
  The following lands may be acquired by the Municipality for community improvement 

purposes: 
 

• lands for neighbourhood, community parks, or environmental 
protection areas; 
 

• lands needed for purposes of facilitating commercial land assembly, or 
to provide links and connections to public open space; and 
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• residential lots in an industrial designation to facilitate industrial land 
assembly. 

 
  Actual acquisition will depend on financial resources, and whether circumstances 

warrant acquisition when it is specifically considered.  This policy does not represent a 
commitment to acquire the lands so mentioned, nor does it limit the ability of the 
Municipality to acquire lands in other locations for community improvement or other 
purposes. 

 
5.4.1  Designation of Community Improvement Project Area 
 
  Pursuant to the Planning Act, the Municipality may designate by By-law the whole or 

any part of an area delineated as a potential Community Improvement Area as a 
Community Improvement Project Area for the purpose of preparing a Community 
Improvement Plan. 

 
  The Municipality may acquire and hold land within the Community Improvement 

Project Area and clear, grade, or otherwise prepare the land for community 
improvement. 

 
  Once a Community Improvement Plan has been prepared, the Municipality may 

construct, repair, rehabilitate or improve buildings on land acquired or held by it in the 
Community Improvement Project Area in conformity with the Community Improvement 
Plan, and sell, lease or otherwise dispose of land acquired or held by the Municipality 
in the Community Improvement Project Area to any persons or governmental agency 
for use in conformity with the Community Improvement Plan. 

 
  For the purpose of carrying out the Community Improvement Plan, the Municipality 

may make grants or loans to property owners within the Community Improvement 
Project Area to pay for the whole or part of the cost of rehabilitating their properties in 
conformity with the Community Improvement Plan. 
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3.0 COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AREA 

The entire Township of Warwick has been designated a Community Improvement Area under 
by-law 116 of 2010.  It is the Municipality's intention to encourage economic development 
within the entire Township of Warwick.  
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3.1  Community Improvement Project Area 
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4.0    BROWNFIELD COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN GRANT AND 
ELIGIBILITY 

The Township of Warwick feels that it is important to offer financial incentives to stimulate the 
redevelopment of brownfields.   Brownfields are defined by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing as “Brownfields are former industrial, commercial and sometimes institutional 
lands that: 
 

• may or may not be contaminated; 
• are often strategically located in areas that are already serviced; 
• may occur individually or adjacent to each other; and 
• can be found anywhere in Ontario’s urban and rural communities.” 

 
Municipalities across Ontario are finding that there are significant public benefits to 
redeveloping brownfield sites rather than expanding their urban areas outward at every 
opportunity.  In any case, the benefits include the following, in general terms: 
 

• An increased tax base 
• A more aesthetically pleasing and vital urban environment 
• More efficient use of land and existing infrastructure 
• Reduced long term health and environmental risks 
• Additional employment opportunities 
• Improved land use compatibility 
• Projects and development that are consistent with current codes and practices 
• Improved industrial image for the municipality 
• Economic development opportunities 

 
4.1  Purpose of Brownfeild Revitilization 
 
The purpose of providing Brownfield revitalization grants is to encourage and remove or reduce 
the barriers that prevent brownfields sites from being redeveloped in the Township of Warwick.  
The plan uses a financial incentive program in order to evaluate properties that may be 
contaminated and to encourage the private sector to invest in those properties which may be 
feasibly redeveloped. 
 
All of the lands within the Township of Warwick have been designated as a Community 
Improvement Project area for several reasons: 
 

• It provides the flexibility to deal with properties that the Township of Warwick may not 
be aware are brownfields without having to amend the plan to include them; 
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• It does not “single out” individual properties, which can stigmatize them and their 

neighbours and have a negative effect on property values; 
 

• It could make it easier to expand the community improvement program to include items 
or issues beyond brownfields. 

 
The designation of the entire Township of Warwick should in no way imply that all properties in 
the Township of Warwick qualify as brownfields. 
 
4.2 Brownfield Revitalization Program Definitions 
 
The following terms are used in this Plan and are defined as follows for the purposes of the Plan: 
 
Applicant:  unless otherwise specified, means the registered owner, assessed owners and tenants 
of lands and buildings within the community improvement project area and any person to whom 
such an owner or tenant has assigned the right to receive a grant or loan. 
 
Brownfield:  an abandoned, vacant, derelict or underutilized commercial or industrial property 
where past actions have resulted in actual or perceived contamination and where there is an 
active potential for redevelopment. 
 
Community Improvement Plan:  means a plan under Section 28 of the Planning Act, for the 
community improvement of a community improvement project area. 
 
Contamination:  means a contaminant that is present in soil, groundwater or sediment at a 
concentration greater than background levels, or which exceeds the concentration established in 
Ontario Regulation 153/04 for the existing or proposed land use. 
 
Eligible Property:  means, unless otherwise defined, a property that is located within the 
community improvement project area. 
 
Municipality:  means The Corporation of the Township of Warwick. 
 
Phase 1 Environmental Assessment:  means an assessment of property conducted by or under 
the supervision of a qualified person and in accordance with the Environmental Protection Act 
and Ontario Regulation 153/04, to determine the likelihood that one or more contaminants have 
affected all or part of the property. 
 
Phase 2 Environmental Assessment:  means an assessment of property conducted by or under 
the supervision of a qualified person and in accordance with the Regulations of the 
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Environmental Protection Act and Ontario Regulation 153/04, to determine the location and 
concentration of one or more contaminants in the natural environment. 
 
Property:  means land and buildings. 
 
Property Owner:  means the person or persons or corporation registered as the owner of the 
lands on title in the Registry Office or Land Titles Office. 
 
Rehabilitation:  means any efforts that result in the productive reuse of lands or buildings within 
the community improvement project area. 
 
Risk Assessment:  means an assessment of human health risks and ecological risks associated 
with the presence or discharge of contaminants on, in or under property, prepared in accordance 
with the Environmental Protection Act and Ontario Regulation 153/04. 
 
4.3 Brownfield General Eligibility Criteria  
 
The following general eligibility criteria apply to the financial incentive outlined in this Plan.  
While the general and program-specific criteria are intended to be comprehensive in nature they 
are not considered exhaustive, and the Township of Warwick reserves the right to establish other 
criteria or requirements that may be deemed appropriate on a site or project-specific basis. 
 

• Properties eligible for the financial components of the Community Improvement Plan 
must be within the community improvement project area, as defined in this plan and must 
have potential demonstrated to be brownfield sites. 

 
• In accordance with legislative requirements, none of the financial incentives in this 

community improvement plan will be offered retroactively for site investigation, 
rehabilitation or development activities undertaken, or costs incurred prior to the approval 
of the community improvement plan.  Only applications that are submitted for work or 
development undertaken subsequent to the approval date of this community improvement 
plan will be eligible for financial incentives. 

 
• Applicants for the financial incentives provided in this community improvement plan will 

generally be the registered owner(s) of the subject property.  Council may, at its sole 
discretion, allow for incentives to be provided directly to assessed owners, tenants of 
lands and/or buildings, or any person to whom the owner or tenant has assigned the right 
to receive such incentives.  Such applications will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 

 
• To be eligible for the financial incentives provided in this community improvement plan, 

properties must not be in tax arrears or in arrears with regard to any other municipal 
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financial obligation.  All taxes owing shall be paid prior to the disbursement of any grant 
offered under this program.  All required local improvement charges, taxes and other 
charges of the Township shall be paid for the duration of the incentives programs offered 
under this community improvement plan. 

 
• All outstanding work orders and/or requests to comply from municipal departments and 

agencies shall be addressed to the satisfaction of the Township of Warwick prior to the 
disbursement of any financial incentives on the subject property.  For the duration of the 
incentive program, failure to address any work orders and/or requests to comply from any 
municipal departments and agencies may result in the cancellation or postponement of 
the incentive(s). 

 
• Applicants shall provide the Township of Warwick with all required information, reports 

and findings on the environmental condition of the subject property prior to receiving any 
financial incentives under this community improvement plan. 

 
• After the community improvement plan has been in effect for five years, the Council will 

review the eligibility criteria and incentives offered to determine if the program should 
continue, be modified or cease to issue any new commitments.  The municipality will 
consult with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and any other agency or person it deems 
may have an interest in the proposed amendments to the Plan. 

 
• The Township of Warwick may discontinue the incentive programs at any time;  

 
• All applicants for the grant offered under this community improvement plan will be 

required to enter into an agreement with the Township of Warwick that will specify the 
terms, conditions and obligations of the applicant and the Township. 
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4.4 ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY GRANT PROGRAM 
 
a) General 
 
The initial, and sometimes largest, barrier to brownfields redevelopment is often a lack of 
information and fear of the unknown.   This can be a fear of what type or level of contamination 
might be found on a site, or a fear of how much time, effort and money will be required to 
remediate what might be found.  At times, this fear can be enough to prevent a property owner or 
potential investor from even attempting to determine the status of a property, let alone redevelop 
it.  In order to determine that status, an Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) must be 
undertaken. 
 
Two stages of ESA’s are available.  A “Phase 1 ESA” is undertaken in order to determine the 
likelihood that one or more contaminants have affected all or part of the property.  It has become 
standard practice for investors and financial institutions to require the completion of a Phase 1 
ESA prior to lending money for the purchase or development of a potentially contaminated site.   
 
In order to assist property owners, the Township of Warwick will contribute a one time grant for 
a  Phase 1 ESA study.  The amount of the study grant will be 50% of the cost of the Phase 1 ESA 
study, up to a maximum of $1500 per property. 
 
A “Phase 2 ESA” is a more detailed study which is conducted by, or under the supervision of a 
qualified person and in accordance with the Regulations of the Environmental Protection Act and 
Ontario Regulation 153/04, to determine the location and concentration of one or more 
contaminants in the natural environment.  Phase 2 ESA’s, along with Risk Assessments, are 
generally required prior to the issuance of a Record of Site Condition, and are eligible studies 
under this program. 
 
The amount of the Phase 2 ESA Environmental Study Grants will be evaluated on an individual 
basis and awarded at the discretion of Council. 
 
A budget limit, established annually by Council, will be allocated each year to the Environmental 
Study Grant Program.  If these funds are not used in that budget year, Council may provide for 
the unused balance of the funds to be transferred to a reserve fund, established for this purpose, 
and used for studies in subsequent budget years. 
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b) Program Eligibility Requirements 
 

• All properties within the community improvement project area are eligible to apply for 
funding under the Environmental Study Grant Program for the purposes of conducting a 
Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA), and/or Phase 2 Environmental Site 
Assessment (ESA), subject to the general eligibility requirements of this Plan, the 
specific criteria and requirements listed below and the availability of funding, as 
approved by Council. 

 
• Environmental Study Grants will only be offered to eligible properties where there is 

potential of contamination as well as potential for rehabilitation and redevelopment of the 
property. 

 
• Grant applications may only be submitted for ESA’s that have been initiated after this 

Community Improvement Plan has come into effect. 
 

• A summary of the proposal and a quote from the consultant undertaking the study will be 
provided to the Township prior to commencing the assessment. 

 
• Phase 1 ESA Environmental Study Grants will be provided for all eligible study costs, up 

to 50% of the cost to a maximum (for all studies) of $1500 per property. 
 

• Phase 2 ESA Environmental Study Grants will be evaluated on an individual basis, and 
awarded at the discretion of Council. 

 
• The Study Grant will be paid to the applicant of the eligible property after the Township 

has received a copy of proof of payment of the final invoice and two copies of the 
completed study. 

 
• The applicant shall provide the Township with written permission to circulate the 

completed studies to internal departments, members of the public and potential investors. 
 
c) Program Administration        
 

• Municipal staff will administer the Environmental Study Grant Program.  All applications 
submitted to the Township of Warwick will include the following information: 

 
- Name and address of the property owner and agent 
- Assessment roll number 
- A plan showing the existing development and land uses on the subject 

property 
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- Legal description, including easements, restrictive covenants, rights-of-way 
and any other encumbrances or instruments registered on title 

- Current Official Plan designation and zoning  
- A statement indicating whether any other environmental studies have been 

previously conducted on the property 
- A description of the environmental study that is proposed to be conducted on 

the property and funded by the study grant 
- A cost estimate, name and qualifications of the consultant who will be 

conducting the proposed environmental site assessment 
- A description of any applications for development that are currently under 

review, or are being proposed for the subject property. 
 
d) Program Workflow 
 
The following flowchart illustrates the general sequence of events in administering the 
Environmental Study Grant Program.  The chart is provided for illustration purposes only; 
special circumstances may result in modifications being made in order to address individual 
applications or requirements: 
 

Municipal staff will review the grant application and determine if it is complete.  The 
application may be circulated to internal departments such as Administration, Treasury, 
Public Works, Building, and Planning for review and comment. 

↓ 
Applications will be reported to the Development Committee. The Township of Warwick 
Development Committee will make recommendations to Council. Council will 
approve/revise or refuse the application and incentives at their discretion. 

↓ 
If the application is approved, staff will prepare an agreement between the Township and the 
owner. 

↓ 
The applicant/owner engages the environmental consultant to proceed with the study. 

↓ 
Upon completion of the study, the applicant pays for the work performed and submits proof 
of payment to the Township with two (2) copies of the completed study/report. 

↓ 
Township staff requisitions a cheque for the grant amount and provide payment to the 
applicant.  
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5.0   FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT GRANT AND ELIGIBILITY 

5.1 Façade Improvement  
 
Although many of the buildings in the Commercial district of Watford have survived through 
time, many have been neglected, demolished, dilapidated or are in need of renovation.  To 
address this, the Township of Warwick has designated the lands located in the commercial 
corridors of the Town of Watford and Warwick Village as a target area for the façade 
improvement grant program.   
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5.2 Community Improvement - Façade Grant Target Area 
 
The extent of the façade improvement grants will extend into the Commercial corridors in 
Watford and Warwick Village as shown in the following project area maps. 
 
Watford Façade 
Grant project area 
 
The Watford 
Community 
Improvement 
Project Area is 
located in the 
downtown corridor 
running through 
Nauvoo road. 
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Warwick Village Façade Grant program project area 
 
The Warwick Village Community Improvement Project Area is located through the commercial 
corridors along Egremont Road and London Line.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TOWNSHIP OF WARWICK COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN  

 

 22 
 

5.3 Façade Improvement Grant Program  
 
The program allows a one-time grant available for registered owners, tenants and assignees to 
improve the façade of the building in accordance with the Warwick Township Community 
improvement plan façade target areas.  
 
Priorities will be given to existing commercial businesses or buildings that are being renovated 
for commercial purposes.  

• Priority may be given for historic buildings used for commercial purposes; 
• Significant improvement of the façade will be favored;  
• Improvements that are aesthetically visible in the community improvement area; or 
• Accessibility design/Barrier free access (may be considered as part of façade 

improvements). 
 
Program Incentives: 

• Grant of up to 50 % of the cost of front façade renewal up to a maximum of 
$5000; 

• Grant of up to 50 % for side and back facades up to a maximum of $2000 if a 
façade faces onto a side street of back of building in public parking area; 

• Grant to replace façade signs and street awnings of up to 50% of the replacement 
cost up to a $2000 maximum. 
 

At the time Council established its annual budget, Council will determine the maximum 
contribution to be allocated to the program for the current year.  The Township is not obligated 
to fund any project.  Funded requirements are subject to change at the discretion of the Township 
of Warwick. 
 
Each application will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis to consider the public and economic 
benefit to providing incentives to the property.  Approval of the incentives may be recommended 
where: 
- There are no outstanding property taxes, municipal orders or by-law -infractions on the 

subject property; 
- All relevant supporting documentation and reports have been provided to the Township 

of Warwick; 
- The incentives are considered necessary to improve the condition of the property,  
- The amount of available and budgeted municipal funding is sufficient to cover the total 

cost of all incentives that have been approved. 
- Improvements must be for the façade of a building; 
- Completing façade structural improvements necessary to maintain the safety and integrity 

of a structure; 
- Replacing signs and awnings to a historical theme; 
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The applicant must obtain a building permit and any other required approvals from the Township 
of Warwick prior to undertaking building work activity on the subject property. 
 
5.4 Facade Improvement General Eligibility Criteria 
 
The Community Improvement Plan (CIP) program intends to assist property owners and tenants 
in rehabilitating and restoring existing buildings to enhance the features and vitality of the 
Watford and Warwick commercial Corridors.  Priority will be given to those projects that 
incorporate and/or promote aspects of cultural heritage and character through elements of design 
and construction.  The following general eligibility criteria apply’s to all grants outlined in this 
plan. The Township of Warwick reserves the right to establish other criteria requirements that 
may be deemed appropriate on a site or project-specific basis.  Applicants may be denied if 
already received prior grants through the Warwick (CIP) program. 
 

- Properties eligible for the financial components of the Community Improvement Plan 
(CIP) must be within the community improvement project area. 

 
- In accordance with legislative requirements, none of the financial incentives in this 

community improvement plan (CIP) will be offered retroactively for site investigation, 
rehabilitation or development activities undertaken, or costs incurred prior to the approval 
of the community improvement plan.  Only applications that are submitted for work or 
development undertaken subsequent to the approval date of this community improvement 
plan will be eligible for financial incentives. 

 
- Applicants for the financial incentives provided in this community improvement plan will 

generally be the registered owner(s) of the subject property.  Council may, at its sole 
discretion, allow for incentives to be provided directly to assessed owners, tenants of 
lands and/or buildings, or any person to whom the owner or tenant has assigned the right 
to receive such incentives.  Such applications will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 

 
- To be eligible for the incentives provided in this community improvement plan (CIP), 

properties must not be in tax arrears or in arrears with regard to any other municipal 
financial obligation.  All taxes owing shall be paid prior to the disbursement of any grant 
offered under this program.  All required local improvement charges, taxes and other 
charges of the Township of Warwick shall be paid for the duration of the incentives 
programs offered under this community improvement plan. 

 
- All outstanding work orders and/or requests to comply from municipal departments and 

agencies shall be addressed to the satisfaction of the Township of Warwick prior to the 
disbursement of any financial incentives on the subject property.  For the duration of the 
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incentive program, failure to address any work orders and/or requests to comply from any 
municipal departments and agencies may result in the cancellation or postponement of 
the incentive(s). 

 
- Applicants shall provide the Township of Warwick with all required information, reports 

and findings on the environmental condition of the subject property prior to receiving any 
financial incentives under this community improvement plan. 

 
- The Township of Warwick may discontinue the grant programs at any time; however, 

any participants in the program prior to its cancellation will continue to receive the 
incentive relief as were determined under previous agreements. 
 

- Applicants are to submit plans, obtain permits and complete agreements within 90 days 
of submitting an application under the Warwick Township Community Improvement 
Plan (CIP). 

 
5.5 Façade Improvement Design Criteria 
 
It is the intention of the plan to encourage maintaining consistency and strong architectural 
tradition upon which the original commercial districts were built.  Maintenance includes 
preservation of the building inventory in the commercial district and provides opportunity for 
preservation and restoration. Traditional Facade improvement will be given prime consideration 
under this plan. The Township believes that these commercial districts can benefit from the 
community improvement program.  
 

- Consistencies with the design and structural guidelines of the original architectural design 
of the building. 

- The extent to which a project improves the overall appearance of the property. 
- Overall benefit to the downtown and consistency with the Township of Warwick Official 

Plan policies. 
- To the extent which a project incorporates and or promotes aspects of the Townships 

heritage though elements of design and construction as stated in the Township of 
Warwick Official Plan. 

- Urban design and heritage themes are to be incorporated into the renovations. The 
removal of vinyl and aluminum coverings and other materials inconsistent with the CIP 
theme are encouraged to be restored with wood, masonry and other coverings consistent 
with architectural era, along with windows, cornices, doors, signs/awnings and other 
components also being consistent.  

 
 
 



TOWNSHIP OF WARWICK COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN  

 

 25 
 

5.6 Program Workflow 
 
The following flowchart illustrates the general sequence of events in administering the grants 
available under this plan. The chart is provided for illustration purposes only; special 
circumstances may result in modifications being made in order to address individual applications 
or requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.0 IMPLEMENTATION 

 
 
 

The Planning and Development Services department will present a report to Council, 
together with an authorizing by-law (if required) and implementing agreement with the 
landowner. Council will approve/revise/ or refuse any incentive or combination of 
incentives. 
 
 

Municipal staff reviews the application and determine if it is complete. The 
application will be circulated and evaluated by Administration including but not limited 
to; Planning and Development Services, Treasury, Public Works, and Building 
Departments. 
 

The applicant consults with the Township of Warwick for eligibility criteria before 
commencement of works.  Application forms may be completed after consultation. 
 
 
 

An agreement is executed between the applicant and the Township of Warwick 
outlining the terms and conditions of the eligible grant program. 
 

The applicant obtains building permits (if required) and or other required permits from 
the Township of Warwick for the development that is being undertaken. 
 

The Township continuously monitors the project and reports to Council. Council may 
terminate the application if the works are not satisfactory to the Township of Warwick. 
All applicants will enter into an letter of agreement outlining timelines, costs, and 
details of works to be completed.   
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6.0   STRUCTURAL IMPROVEMENT GRANT 

6.1 Structural Improvement Grant 
 
Table 6.2 provides applicants with the program specific details and requirements of the 
Structural Improvement Grant Program. 
 
6.2 Structural Improvement Grant 
a. Rationale i. The purpose of the Structural Grant Program of the Community 

Improvement Grant Program is to offer incentives to landowners, 
businesses and developers that propose significant large scale 
projects on commercial or industrial projects that substantially 
renovate, restore, improve and update a prominent building or 
structure and accomplish more than one of the following: 

 
o Address structural and life safety issues to create usable and 

efficient floor space 
o Improve property standards or preserve architectural significance 
o Remediate a brownfield site, or improve the environment by 

planting trees, protecting habitat, or other methods to enhance the 
natural ecosystems 

o Preserve or enhance employment opportunities 
 

b. Legislative 
Authority 

i. (The Municipality may) make grants to registered owners, assessed 
owners and tenants of land and buildings within the community 
improvement project area, to pay for the whole or any part of the 
cost of rehabilitating such lands and buildings (Section 28(7) of the 
Planning Act). 

ii. In order encourage the clean-up of contaminated lands, 
municipalities may provide property tax assistance to eligible 
properties to offset all or a portion of remediation costs. 
Municipalities have the power to cancel or defer the municipal 
portion of property taxes on eligible properties (Section 365.1 of 
the Municipal Act). 

 
c. Details i. Grant assistance is provided in the form of an up to 50% matching 

grant, which is paid upon completion of the previously approved 
work. 

ii. Township staff shall coordinate the application and approval 
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process with technical advice provided in-house as needed or 
professional consultants with relevant expertise as budget permits. 

iii. In the process of reviewing an application, Township staff shall 
consult with the Community Improvement Plan Committee the 
merits of all applications. Council must approve any incentive 
permitted under any Community Improvement Plan. A decision on 
an application shall be provided within sixty days where possible. 

iv. Registered owner(s) or duly authorized tenants or business owners 
must complete the application form providing essential information 
regarding the project, a development proposal and concept plan, 
where necessary, and list specify incentives requested. A minimum 
two written quotes for work for which a grant is requested as well 
as a detailed overall project cost. 

v. Total funds for any program incentive for each year are limited. If 
approved, work must be completed within six (6) months from the 
date of approval of the application unless extended by Council. 

vi.  The Township will prioritize applications under this program based 
on the completeness and quality of the applications received, 
overall community benefit based on the goals and objectives in this 
plan, and available budget for the program. The Township will 
assist applicants with scheduling work to coincide with available 
funding, and may choose to temporarily allocate funding to 
budgeted amounts at its sole discretion keeping in mind proper 
financial planning and legislative requirements. 

vii. To qualify for a structural improvement grant, applicants must 
employ the services of an architect or registered professional 
consulting engineer to design, approve and implement the 
construction work for which a grant is requested. No grant will be 
paid for a structural improvement unless a valid building permit is 
issued, all requisite inspections and certifications have been 
provided, final approval has been issued by the Chief Building 
Official, and certification is received that all accounts related to the 
construction work have been paid to the Township’s satisfaction. 

viii. No approval issued by the Township for an incentive under this 
program shall eliminate the need for registered owner(s) or duly 
authorized tenants or business owners or their contractors to obtain 
a building permit or any other Township required approval or 
authorization for the work to be done, comply with all other 
applicable municipal by-laws and codes, obtain approvals from 
other local, provincial or federal agencies, or comply with all 
applicable health and safety standards; 
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ix. The applicant also agrees to maintain any improvement to a 
building for which an incentive has been provided and in the event 
any improvement to a building is destroyed or not properly 
maintained by an applicant, the Township may at its sole discretion 
rescind the approval provided within 5 years and seek to collect any 
payment under this program from an applicant in a like manner to 
taxes. 

x. Under the grant program, where a security under an agreement is 
reduced or waived by Council under this program such grant 
equivalent shall be set out by resolution of Council. 

xi. Where a grant equal to an application fee is approved under this 
program as an incentive to the development, applicants must pay 
the relevant fee as required by Township procedures in place at that 
time. Following completion of the project for which incentives 
were granted in accordance with the terms of the approval, and 
written certification by Township staff, a grant payment equal to 
the applicable fee or charge shall be made from the budgeted 
proceeds of the Township’s Community Improvement Plan 
program directly to the applicant who paid the relevant fee or 
development charge. 

xii. When work is completed, a statement with supporting paid invoices 
shall be submitted to the Township upon which the work will be 
inspected by the Township and if approved, notice of completion 
will be issued upon which the financial grant will be initiated; 

xiii. Funding approval will lapse if a notice of completion is not issued 
within twelve (12) months of the date of execution of the Grant 
Agreement. Council may grant an extension of up to four (4) 
months following receipt of a written requires by the owner setting 
out the reasons for the extension and providing a new date of 
completion. 

xiv. The purchase of local products and services is encouraged where 
possible, local businesses should be given first opportunity to 
supply goods and services. 

xv. Where circumstances exist that require eligible work to proceed 
before approval can be granted, the Township at its sole discretion 
may choose to fund work retroactively where it is assured the 
requirements of this Plan are met. However, the Township is under 
no obligation to fund work retroactively and applicants who 
proceed in advance of approval do so at their own cost and risk. 
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d. Eligibility 
Requirements 

 
i. Only structures designated within the Township of Warwick 

community improvement façade target areas of section 5.2 of this 
plan are eligible for the Structural Improvement Grant Program. 
The structures must consist of Commercial or Industrial land uses 
as per the Township of Warwick zoning by-law. 

ii. The Structural Grant Program only offers incentives to applicants 
which propose significant large scale projects on commercial or 
industrial projects that substantially renovate, restore, improve and 
update a prominent building or structure and accomplish more than 
one of the following: 

iii. Address structural and life safety issues to create usable and 
efficient floor space 

iv. Improve property standards or preserve architectural significance 
v. Remediate a brownfield site, or improve the environment by 

planting trees, protecting habitat, or other methods to enhance the 
natural ecosystems 

vi. Preserve or enhance employment opportunities 
vii. All of the Township of Warwick CIP General Eligibility 

Requirements (outlined in Section 10.0) apply. 
viii. Large scale projects are defined as those which involve 25% or 

more of the existing gross floor area. Infrastructure work including 
the improvement or reconstruction of existing on-site public 
infrastructure (water services, sanitary and storm sewers) will also 
be considered eligible. 

ix. Small scale projects (defined as those that involve less than 25% of 
the existing gross floor area) will not be considered eligible under 
this program, but may be eligible under (an) alternative Township 
of Warwick CIP incentive program(s). 

x. Applicants must be the registered owner(s) of the subject property, 
and confirmed to have no property tax arrears, local improvement 
charges or any other municipal accounts receivable on the same 
lands; 

xi. Registered owner(s) may be required to sign an agreement with the 
Township outlining the nature of incentives approved, requirements 
to be met before payment is received, and on-going obligations of 
an applicant with respect to incentives received; 

xii. A business owner or tenant of a building may apply for a program 
under this Plan with written approval from the registered owner(s), 
but any agreement signed under the available programs shall be 
signed by the applicant, business owner and/or tenant and the 
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registered owner(s); 
xiii. Work to be completed for any program under this plan must 

comply with all applicable by-laws, codes and guidelines including 
satisfying outstanding work orders (building, fire, zoning, etc.) 
prior to funding approval; 

xiv. At minimum registered owner(s) or authorized applicants must at 
minimum match the Township’s contribution to any incentive with 
preference given to projects that leverage more than 50% 
contribution. 

xv. To qualify for a structural improvement grant, applicants must 
employ the services of an architect or registered professional 
consulting engineer to design, approve and implement the 
construction work for which a grant is requested. No grant will be 
paid for a structural improvement unless a valid building permit is 
issued, all requisite inspections and certifications have been 
provided, final approval has been issued by the Chief Building 
Official, and certification is received that all accounts related to the 
construction work have been paid to the Township’s satisfaction. 

xvi. Where an application fee is to be considered under the grant 
program as an incentive to the development, applicants must pay 
the relevant as required by Township procedures in place at that 
time. Following completion of the project for which incentives 
were granted in accordance with the terms of the approval, and 
written certification by Township staff, grant payment equal to the 
applicable fee or charge shall be made from the budgeted proceeds 
of the Township’s Community Improvement Plan program directly 
to the applicant who paid the relevant fee or development charge. 

 
e. Duration i. Grants will be provided upon successful completion of the 

approved work to the satisfaction of the Townships. 
   

f. Allocated 
Program 
Budget 

i. On an annual basis, Council may allocate a portion of the 
Township’s CIP tax supported budget to this program based on 
need and priority. 
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7.0   TAX INCREMENT-EQUIVALENT GRANT PROGRAM  

7.1 Tax Increment-Equivalent Grant Program 
 
Table 7.2 provides applicants with the program specific details and requirements of the Tax 
Increment-Equivalent Grant Program. 
 
7.2 Tax Increment-Equivalent Grant Program Specific Details 
a. Rationale i. The Tax Increment-Equivalent Grant Program offers grants to 

eligible applicants whose Municipal property tax has increased 
as a result of the development or redevelopment, construction, 
reconstruction and rehabilitation, and/or the improvement of 
energy efficiency of buildings or properties within the 
designated Community Improvement Project Area. 

ii. The program will encourage large scale property and building 
investment by effectively deferring the full increase in taxation 
associated with the reassessment through grants that are 
equivalent to a portion of the resulting property tax increase.  

iii. The program will also encourage the remediation, rehabilitation, 
and adaptive reuse of “brownfield” sites.  

iv. The Township of Warwick will benefit from the property tax 
increase with each passing year (as the grant decreases to the 
expiry of the grant agreement) and for each year thereafter, in 
addition to the potential creation of jobs and local economic 
activity associated with the community improvement works 
undertaken. 

 
b. Legislative 
Authority 

iii. (The Municipality may) make grants to registered owners, assessed 
owners and tenants of land and buildings within the community 
improvement project area, to pay for the whole or any part of the 
cost of rehabilitating such lands and buildings (Section 28(7) of the 
Planning Act). 

iv. In order encourage the clean-up of contaminated lands, 
municipalities may provide property tax assistance to eligible 
properties to offset all or a portion of remediation costs. 
Municipalities have the power to cancel or defer the municipal 
portion of property taxes on eligible properties (Section 365.1 of 
the Municipal Act). 
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c. Details i. The current municipal taxes levied will be determined prior to 
commencement of the proposed project. The increase in the 
municipal portion of real property taxes (municipal tax increment) 
will be calculated. The program allows a municipal tax increment 
equivalent to the taxes levied on the increased assessment as a 
result of undertaking the project as determined by the Municipal 
Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) following project 
completion. The municipal tax increment will be used in the 
calculation of the amount of the grant. The total amount of any tax 
increment equivalent shall not exceed 50% of the original total cost 
of the improvements or $10,000 annually whichever is lesser.  

ii. When an approved project is complete, a grant will be paid 
annually by the Township to the eligible applicant following the 
payment of all property taxes.  

iii. Grants are equal to a percentage of the municipal tax increment for 
a maximum period of up to 5 years.  

iv. In year one, the grant to the approved applicant may equal 80 
percent of the municipal tax increment. 

v. The grant will be phased down by a percentage each year thereafter, 
for a maximum of 5 years. Phase down rate as approved by 
Council. 

 
d. Eligibility 
Requirements 

 
i. Eligible community improvement projects under this program will 

include the large scale development or redevelopment, 
construction, reconstruction and rehabilitation. 

ii. The Tax Increment-Equivalent Grant Program only offers 
incentives to applicants which propose large scale redevelopment 
for commercial or industrial projects that substantially renovate, 
restore, improve and update a prominent building or structure or 
key vacant property and accomplish more than one of the 
following: 

iii. Large scale projects are defined as those which involve 25% or 
more of the existing gross floor area. Infrastructure work including 
the improvement or reconstruction of existing on-site public 
infrastructure (water services, sanitary and storm sewers) will also 
be considered eligible. 

iv. Small scale projects (defined as those that involve less than 25% of 
the existing gross floor area) will not be considered eligible under 
this program, but may be eligible under (an) alternative Township 
of Warwick CIP incentive program(s). 
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v. All of the Township of Warwick CIP General Eligibility 
Requirements (outlined in Section 10.0) apply. 

vi. Eligible community improvement projects will also include the 
remediation, rehabilitation, and adaptive reuse of “brownfield” 
sites. 

vii. It is intended that the Tax Increment-Equivalent Grant program be a 
“stand alone” incentive program and that the owners of property not 
accumulate incentives both under the Tax Increment-Equivalent 
Grant program and under other incentive programs or initiatives 
available in the Township of Warwick. The property owner will be 
responsible for the entire cost of the project. 

viii. For all eligible projects, the Township may require the applicant to 
submit a Business Plan, which will be prepared to the satisfaction 
of the Township of Warwick. 

ix. For all eligible projects, the property shall be improved such that 
the amount of work undertaken is sufficient to at minimum result in 
an increase in the assessed value of the property. 

x. For “brownfield” projects only, any of the following activities may 
be undertaken prior to the increase in taxation and could be 
considered eligible:  
1. the completion of Environmental Studies (such as Phase II and 
III ESAs, and Risk Assessment Plans; 
2. environmental remediation, including the cost of preparing a 
Record of Site Condition (RSC); 
3. placing clean fill and grading; 
4. installing environmental and/or engineering controls/works, as 
specified in the Phase III ESA and/or Risk Assessment Plan; 
5. monitoring, maintaining and operating environmental and 
engineering 
controls/works, as specified in the Phase III ESA and/or Risk 
Assessment 
Plan; 
6. demolishing buildings; 
7. building rehabilitation and retrofit works; 
8. upgrading on-site infrastructure, including water services, 
sanitary sewers, and stormwater management facilities; and 
9. constructing/upgrading off-site infrastructure, including water 
services, sanitary sewers, stormwater management facilities, 
electrical and gas utilities. 

xi. For “brownfield” projects only, an application must be 
accompanied by a Phase II ESA, Phase III ESA, or Risk 
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Assessment Plan prepared by a “qualified person” (as defined in 
Section 6.1 and by Ontario Regulation 153/04 as amended by 
Ontario Regulation 66/08) that contains: 
1. an estimate of the cost of actions that will be required to reduce 
the 
concentration of contaminants on, in, or under the property to 
permit a RSC to be filed in the Environmental Site Registry under 
Section 168.4 of the Environmental Protection Act; and 
 
2. a work plan and budget for said environmental remediation, 
and/or risk management actions; 
OR 
3. the application must be accompanied by proof that an RSC for 
the proposed use of the property has been acknowledged by the 
Ministry of the Environment. 
 

xii.  In order to determine the suitability of the Tax Increment-
Equivalent Grant, prior to submitting an application for the 
program, eligible applicants should attempt to estimate the total 
potential value of the rebate, based on current assessment values 
and anticipated investment. Upon completing the approved 
community improvement works, to the satisfaction of the 
Township, and upon reassessment of the property, should the total 
value of the rebate be significantly less than the applicant’s 
estimated value, the applicant may then have the opportunity to 
withdraw application for the Tax Increment-Equivalent Grant 
Program, and submit an application for one or more of the 
additional incentive programs offered through the Township of 
Warwick CIP. 

xiii. Should an eligible applicant be approved for the Tax Increment-
Equivalent Grant Program, and if the subject property is sold, in 
whole or in part, before the original grant period lapses, the original 
owner is not entitled to receive the remaining grant payments under 
the program agreement. 

  
e. Duration ii. Grants will be provided upon successful completion of the 

approved work, and payment of the full reassessed value of the 
municipal taxes. 

iii. Tax increment grants are provided to property owners for up to a 
maximum of 5 years. 
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f. Allocated 
Program 
Budget 

ii. Incentives offered as part of the Tax Increment-Equivalent Grant 
Program are included within Township’s annual tax supported 
budget. 
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8.0   PERMIT FEE GRANT PROGRAM 

8.1 Permit Fee Grant Program 
 
Table 8.2 provides applicants with the program specific details and requirements of the Tax 
Increment-Equivalent Grant Program. 
 
8.2 Application and Permit Fee Grant Program Specific Details 

a. Rationale i. The Permit Fee Grant Program offers grants to eligible applicants 
for certain building permit fees related to the development or 
redevelopment, construction, reconstruction and rehabilitation, 
and/or the improvement of energy efficiency of buildings or 
properties within the designated Community Improvement Project 
Area.  

ii. The program provides assistance to eligible applicants by reducing 
property improvement costs through the provision of grants equal 
to the cost of Township building permit fees. 

iii. The Township of Warwick will benefit from the tax increase on the 
property as a result of the property improvement, in addition to the 
potential creation of jobs and local economic activity associated 
with the community improvement works undertaken. 

b. Legislative 
Authority 

i. According to Section 69(2) of the Planning Act, despite a tariff of 
fees established under subsection (1), the council of a municipality, 
a planning board, a committee of adjustment or a land division 
committee in processing an application may reduce the amount of 
or waive the requirement for the payment of a fee in respect of the 
application where the council, planning board or committee is 
satisfied that it would be unreasonable to require payment in 
accordance with the tariff. 

ii. (The Municipality may) make grants to registered owners, assessed 
owners and tenants of land and buildings within the community 
improvement project area, to pay for the whole or any part of the 
cost of rehabilitating such lands and buildings (Section 28(7) of the 
Planning Act). 

c. Details i. Where an eligible applicant is undertaking an approved project in 
accordance with the purpose of the CIP, the Township may provide 
a grant that is equivalent to the applicable cost of normal 
application/building permit fees.  
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ii. Building permit fee grants may be made available for Building 
Permit fees and/or Demolition Permit fees to a maximum of $5,000. 

iii. All grants may be equal to up to 100% of the application fees paid 
by the applicant. The total value of grants will be determined by the 
Township at its sole discretion at the time of approval of an 
application.  

 
d. Eligibility 
Requirements 

i. Only structures designated within the Commercial and/or Industrial 
zones as per the Township of Warwick Zoning by-law are eligible 
for the Permit Fee Grant Program. 

ii. Eligible community improvement projects under this program will 
include the large scale development or redevelopment, 
construction, reconstruction and rehabilitation. 

iii. Large scale projects are defined as those which involve 25% or 
more of the existing gross floor area. Infrastructure work including 
the improvement or reconstruction of existing on-site public 
infrastructure (water services, sanitary and storm sewers) will also 
be considered eligible. 

iv. Small scale projects (defined as those that involve less than 25% of 
the existing gross floor area) will not be considered eligible under 
this program, but may be eligible under (an) alternative Township 
of Warwick CIP incentive program(s). 

v. All of the Township of Warwick CIP General Eligibility 
Requirements (outlined in Section 10.0) apply. 

vi. Eligible community improvement projects under this program will 
include the large scale development or redevelopment, 
construction, reconstruction and rehabilitation. 

vii. Applicants must pay for all application and permit fees prior to 
undertaking the approved work. A grant for the amount of the 
application and permit fees will be provided to the applicant once 
the approved work is complete, to the Township’s satisfaction. 

viii. As indicated in Table 10.2, applicants receiving the Application and 
Permit Fee Grant may also be eligible for additional incentive 
programs offered through the CIP or by the Township. 

e. Duration i. Grants will be provided upon successful completion of the 
approved work, to the satisfaction of the Township. 

ii. Township building permits fees grants are provided on a one-time 
basis. 

f. Allocated 
Program 
Budget 

i. On an annual basis, Council may allocate a portion of the 
Township’s CIP tax supported budget to this program based on 
need and priority. 
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9.0   BUILDING ACCESSIBILITY GRANT PROGRAM 

9.1 Building Accessibility Grant Program 
 
Table 9.2 provides applicants with the program specific details and requirements of the Tax 
Increment-Equivalent Grant Program. 
 
9.2 Building Accessibility Grant Program Specific Details 

a. Rationale i. The building accessibility grant promotes improvements to 
buildings which result in the removal of physical barriers and 
greater accessibility to persons with disabilities. This may include 
improvements to or installation of new accessibility ramps, the 
addition of stairs and railings, automatic doors and widened 
entrances.  

ii. This grant will help promote greater community participation for 
all. It is important, however, that accessibility improvements do not 
greatly compromise the character of the building or property. 
Accordingly, this grant will help owners in designing sensitive 
accessibility improvements which maintain architectural elements. 

iii. The Township of Warwick will benefit from the tax increase on the 
property as a result of the property improvement, in addition to the 
potential creation of jobs and local economic activity associated 
with the community improvement works undertaken. 

 
b. Legislative 
Authority 

iv. (The Municipality may) make grants to registered owners, assessed 
owners and tenants of land and buildings within the community 
improvement project area, to pay for the whole or any part of the 
cost of rehabilitating such lands and buildings (Section 28(7) of the 
Planning Act). 

v. Provides grants for accessibility improvements for commercial 
related properties by assisting to cover costs of a design and / or 
construction of upgrades. 

c. Details i. The maximum amount of the grant is $5,000.00 or 50% of the 
eligible costs, whichever is less. 

d. Eligibility 
Requirements 

i. Only structures designated within the Township of Warwick 
community improvement façade target areas of section 5.2 of this 
plan are eligible for the Building Accessibility Grant Program. The 
structures must consist of Commercial or Industrial land uses as per 
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the Township of Warwick zoning by-law. 
ii. All of the Township of Warwick CIP General Eligibility 

Requirements (outlined in Section 10.0) apply. 
iii. Accessibility improvements to the building or property, such as 

automatic doors, wheelchair access ramps, entryway widening, 
leveling or repairs to pathways/accesses, and improvements to 
stairways/steps, provided the improvements are designed to 
maintain architectural elements of the property and provided 
landscaping improvements are made in combination with the 
improvements, as applicable. Improvements to existing 
accessibility features or the installation of new accessibility features 
as listed above shall be eligible. 

 
e. Duration i. Grants will be paid as a single payment upon successful completion 

of the approved work, to the satisfaction of the Township. 
 

f. Allocated 
Program 
Budget 

i. On an annual basis, Council may allocate a portion of the 
Township’s CIP tax supported budget to this program based on 
need and priority. 
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10.0   ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

10.0 Eligibility Criteria 
 
1. All general eligibility criteria outlined in Section 10.1 and the tables above shall apply. 
 
2. Proposals shall comply with the Design Criteria specified by the Township. 
 
3. Only commercial buildings, industrial buildings, office buildings, mixed-use buildings, 
commercial and industrial land uses shall be eligible for this grant. For clarity, residential 
dwellings shall not be eligible for any of the available grants. 
 
4. Where a property is designated under the Ontario Heritage Act, applicants may be required to 
submit historical research and documentation on the subject property in support of the grant 
application. The Township of Warwick may be able to supplement this information based on its 
own information and records quality accessibility improvements that maintain architectural 
elements. 
 
5. All grants shall be subject to receiving any required approvals or permits, as required by 
Township by-laws and any applicable Provincial or Federal laws. 
 
6. The Façade Improvement Grant, Building Accessibility Grant and Structural Improvement 
Grant are only eligible for designated properties within the Township of Warwick Community 
Improvement target areas defined in section 5.2 of this plan. 
 
7. For the purpose of the Tax Increment-Equivalent Grant Program, and Permit Fee Grant 
Program only Industrial and Commercial buildings and land uses as per the Township of 
Warwick Zoning By-Law shall apply. 
 
10.1 General Eligibility Requirements of the Financial Incentive 
Programs 
 
The following General Eligibility Requirements are applicable to all incentive programs, and 
must be met in order for an application to participate in any of the Financial Incentive Programs 
to be approved. The General Eligibility Requirements must be read by the applicant in 
association with Program Specific Eligibility Requirements and program details, as identified 
within the detailed incentive program tables.  
 
General Eligibility Requirements include: 
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a) In order to be eligible for any incentive program offered by the Township of Warwick 
Community Improvement Plan, a Financial Incentive Program application must be submitted to 
the Township prior to commencing any community improvement works. Complete applications 
must be submitted and approved prior to application for planning approval and/or building 
permit and prior to commencing community improvement works. 
 
b) In order to be eligible, all incentive program applications must include completed application 
forms and supporting materials such as detailed work plans, cost estimates and contracts, 
applicable reports, and any additional information as required by the Township’s CIP Review 
Panel and/or Administrator. 
 
c) Eligible applicants must be either the owner of the property, an agent for the owner of the 
property, or the tenant of a property to whom the owner has provided written consent for the 
application. 
 
d) In order to be eligible for any incentive program, all proposed projects must be within the 
designated Community Improvement Project Area. 
 
e) All proposed projects must also be consistent with the goals and objectives for community 
improvement in the Township of Warwick, as presented in the CIP. 
 
f) All proposed community improvement works (such as the exterior design of buildings, 
including signage) associated with applications for Financial Incentive Programs available 
through this Plan must be consistent with the Township of Warwick Official Plan and 
Township's principles and guidelines for design and built form. It is the intention of the plan to 
encourage maintaining consistency and strong architectural tradition upon which the original 
commercial districts were built.  Traditional Facade and building improvements will be given 
prime consideration under this plan. The Township’s CIP Review Panel and/or Administrator 
will consider details of exterior design proposed by each application when determining eligibility 
for incentive programs of the CIP.  Review of applications will include determining: 
 

- Consistencies with the design and structural guidelines of the original architectural design 
of the building. 

- The extent to which a project improves the overall appearance of the property and is 
aesthetically integrating into the surroundings. 

- Overall benefit to the downtown and consistency with the Township of Warwick Official 
Plan policies. 

- To the extent which a project incorporates and or promotes aspects of the Townships 
heritage though elements of design and construction as stated in the Township of 
Warwick Official Plan. 
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- Urban design and heritage themes are to be incorporated into the renovations. The 
removal of vinyl and aluminum coverings and other materials inconsistent with the CIP 
theme are encouraged to be restored with wood, masonry and other coverings consistent 
with architectural era, along with windows, cornices, doors, signs/awnings and other 
components also being consistent.  

- To the extent which the building and site layout are compatible and integrated with the 
surroundings. The Township of Warwick may encourage a quality of design and will 
have discretion in reviewing the project based on the merits of amenity and design.  
 

g) Community improvement works associated with an incentive program application must be 
undertaken pursuant to application for planning approval and/or building permit, and any 
additional required permits, and in accordance with the Ontario Building Code, Provincial 
standards for barrier-free design, and all applicable Provincial and Township planning policies 
and standards. 
 
h) Existing and proposed land uses must be in conformity with the policies and standards 
provided by the Township’s Official Plan, Zoning By-law, and all other planning documents. 
 
i) Community improvement works associated with an incentive program application must be in 
accordance with all Township by-laws, policies, procedures, standards, and guidelines in order to 
be approved.   
 
j) The property owner must not be in arrears in regard to tax payments and accounts receivable 
with the Township of Warwick and must be in good standing with regard to taxation and all 
other financial matters at the time of application and throughout the duration of the incentive 
benefit period, as identified within applicable incentive program tables.  
 
k) Community improvement works undertaken and completed that are associated with an 
approved incentive program application must be consistent with the project description contained 
in the application form and supporting materials, and with the program agreement. Should the 
undertaken or completed works not be consistent with the original project description, to the 
satisfaction of the Township, the Township may delay, reduce, or cancel the approved incentive 
program benefits, and may require repayment of any of the incentive program benefits, at the 
discretion of the Township. 
 
l) In most cases, the Financial Incentive Programs made available through the Community 
Improvement Plan can be used individually or in combination with another CIP Financial 
Incentive Program (or any other existing Township incentive program) in accordance with Table 
10.2 below. However, this does not apply to the Tax Increment-Equivalent Grant Program, 
which cannot be used in combination with any other incentive program. 
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m) The total of all incentive benefits (including grants and refunds) provided to each applicant 
for each community improvement proposal for a building or lands within the CIPA must not 
exceed the project’s costs related to the planning or re-planning, design or redesign, re-
subdivision, clearance, development or redevelopment, and/or reconstruction and rehabilitation 
associated with an application. 
 
n)  All projects must represent an improvement to the property or building, and not represent a 
life cycle replacement of existing materials, paving or structures. 
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Table 10.2 Potential to Combine Financial Incentives 
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Façade Improvement Grant 
  

 
Yes Yes No Yes Yes 

Brownfield Environmental 
Study Grant 

Yes 
 

  Yes No Yes Yes 

Structural Improvement 
Grant 

Yes 
 

Yes   No No Yes 

Tax Increment-Equivalent 
Grant No  No No   No No 

Application and Permit Fee 
Grant 

Yes 
 

Yes No No   Yes 

Building Accessibility Grant 

Yes 

 

Yes Yes No Yes   
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6.0   ADMINISRATION  

6.1 Steering Committee  
 
In order to implement the provisions and programs of this plan in an effective, comprehensive 
and integrated manner, Council will appoint a Steering Committee.  This committee will consist 
of members of the Township of Warwick community. The committee will be obligated to follow 
the mandate of the committee as stated in the Terms of Reference. 
 
The Steering Committee would be responsible for promotion and marketing related to this plan, 
for reviewing and assessing applications from eligible property owners, for reporting to Council, 
for assembling information and preparing implementing agreements and for undertaking ongoing 
monitoring of the community improvement program (CIP). The Township of Warwick staff will 
meet with the committee to ensure works approved under this plan are maintained, and advise 
Council on the progress of works approved under this plan.  
 
6.2 Applications 
 
An application must be submitted to the Township of Warwick prior to commencing of the 
project.  All applications shall be submitted to the Township of Warwick staff, and shall include 
the following information: 
 

- Name and address of the property owner and agent; 
- Assessment roll number; 
- A plan showing the existing development and land uses on the subject 

property; 
- Legal description, including easements, restrictive covenants, rights-of-way 

and any other encumbrances or instruments registered on title; 
- Current Official Plan designation and zoning ; 
- A description of the site restoration work that is proposed to be conducted on 

the property; 
- A cost estimate, name and qualifications of the consultant who will be 

conducting the proposed site work. 
 
6.3 Timeline 
 
The Community Improvement Plan (CIP) will be active until the plan is terminated by the 
Council Township of Warwick at their discretion. The Township of Warwick Community 
Improvement Plan (CIP) can be discontinued by Council at any time.    
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7.0   IMPLEMENTATION 

7.1 Monitoring and Implementation 
 
As with any plan, it will be important to monitor the results and progress of this community 
improvement plan.  In this case, monitoring will serve two distinct, but equally important 
purposes: 
 
It will ensure that the financial rules of this plan and of the applicable provincial legislation are 
complied with, through ongoing assessments of costs incurred by applicants so that claims made 
by those applicants do not exceed the amounts available through the various grant programs. 
 
It will track the various applications and projects through the various stages of assessment, 
remediation/rehabilitation and development to determine over the longer term whether or not the 
financial incentive programs offered through this plan are achieving their goals.   
 
7.2 Promotion and Marketing 
 
Township staff will develop and monitor a strategy to promote the plan to the stakeholders noted 
above and to the rest of the community.  This strategy may include advertising and the 
production of promotional material. (As approved by Council). 
 
7.3 Review of Community Improvement Plan (CIP) 
 
Council will conduct an annual review of the CIP, to assess the effectiveness, establish funding 
levels, consider amendments/modifications, or discontinuing the program. The review will 
include a yearly analysis outlining applications received, grants permitted or denied, timelines of 
agreements, budget overview, and required amendments.  The Township of Warwick will pre-
consult with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH) on any amendment to a 
Community Improvement Plan where the amendment includes: 

1) any change or expansion in the geographic area to which financial or land programs 
outlined in a CIP apply; 
2) a change in the eligibility criteria; 
3) an addition of new municipal assistance programs involving grants, loans, tax 
assistance or land; or 
4) an increase to a financial incentive to be offered within a municipal CIP program.  
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                Township of Warwick 
Community Improvement Plan (CIP) 

BROWNFIELDS ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY GRANT PROGRAM 
APPLICATION FORM 

 
Consultation with municipal staff is required prior to submitting application. Council is not required to provide 
funding and may terminate this program at any time without notice. 
 

PLEASE PRINT       Application No. ________ 

(Office Use Only) 

A. General Information and Instructions 
1. An application for this program must be submitted to the Township of Warwick prior to the 
start of any environmental study to which the grant will apply. 
 
2. Before filling out this application form, please read the entire Township of Warwick 
Community Improvement Plan. The Community Improvement Plan describes the purpose, 
eligibility requirements, program administration and steps for completing an application for the 
Brownfield Environmental Study Grant Program. 
 
3. If you find insufficient space on this form to respond to questions, please provide additional 
information on a separate page and attach to your completed application form. 
 
4. Environmental studies shall be for the purpose of: 
a) Confirming and describing contamination at the site (PHASE I ESA and/or PHASE II ESA) 
and,  
b) Developing a plan to remove, treat, or otherwise manage contamination found on the site 
(Remedial Work Plan or Risk Assessment). 
 
5. Applicants must demonstrate that site contamination is likely;  
 
6. Applications will include: 
a) All environmental studies including the costs for each environmental study; 
b) Detailed work plan and cost estimate prepared by a qualified person (as defined by the 
Environmental Protection Act)  
c) A description of all work 
 
7. Please ensure that the application form is complete and that all required signatures have 
been supplied. 
 

Township of Warwick 
6332 Nauvoo Road 
R.R.#8 
Watford, ON, NOM 2S0 
Telephone: (519) 849-3926 
Fax:  (519) 849-6136 
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8. The Township of Warwick reserves the right to audit the costs of the studies prior to 
approving the grant. 
 

 
You may deliver your application in person or send it by mail to: 
 
Township of Warwick 
6332 Nauvoo Road 
R.R.#8 
Watford, ON, NOM 2S0 
Telephone: (519) 849-3926 
Fax:  (519) 849-6136 
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Township of Warwick 
6332 Nauvoo Road 
R.R.#8 
Watford, ON, NOM 2S0 
Telephone: (519) 849-3926 
Fax:  (519) 849-6136 
 

 
BROWNFIELDS ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY GRANT PROGRAM 

APPLICATION FORM 
 

Please indicate eligible grant applying for: 

 
Phase I ESA_________  PHASE II ESA_________ 
 
Applicant Information: 
NAME OF REGISTERED PROPERTY OWNER:        

 
MAILING ADDRESS OF REGISTERED PROPERTY OWNER:       
 
             

 
POSTAL CODE:                 
 
PHONE:      FAX:        
 
E-MAIL:             
 
NAME OF BUSINESS:      
 
NAME OF APPLICANT’S SOLICITOR:          
 
PHONE:      FAX:        
 
E-MAIL:            
 

Property Information: 
ADDRESS OF SUBJECT PROPERTY:          
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT NO.      PLAN NO.     
 
CURRENT ZONING DESIGNATION: __________OFFICIAL PLAN DESIGNATION: _________ 
 
ASSESSMENT ROLL NUMBER:         
 
EXISTING PROPERTY USE:           
(ATTACH PLAN SHOWING EXISTING DEVELOPMENT AND LAND USES)  
 

Other Sources of Funds: 

HAS THIS PROPERTY RECEIVED GRANTS/LOANS OR OTHER FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM ANY 
OTHER MUNICIPAL PROGRAM:  Yes______ No______ 
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If yes, please describe the type of financial assistance and total amount of financial assistance: 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
HAVE YOU APPLIED FOR OR WILL YOU BE OBTAINING ANY OTHER SOURCES OF GOVERNMENT 
FUNDING FOR REMEDIATIONAND/OR REHABILITATION WORK?     (Includes Federal, Provincial, 
Municipal, Federation of Canadian Municipalities, CMHC, etc...)   Yes______ No______ 
If yes, please describe the type of financial assistance and total amount of financial assistance: 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IS THE PROPERTY IN TAX ARREARS?  YES_____NO______ 
If yes specify value of Tax Arrears $_____________________ 
 

Environmental Information: 
(Section to be completed by a Qualified Person as defined by the Environmental Protection Act and 
Ontario Regulation 153/04)  
Please include and attach all supplementary details: 

 
NAME OF QUALIFIED PERSON___________________________________________________ 
COMPANY____________________________________________________________________ 
MAILING ADDRESS____________________________________________________________ 
TELEPHONE___________________E-MAIL_________________________________________ 
 
 
HAVE ANY OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES BEEN PREVIOUSLY CONDUCTED ON PROPERTY 
 Yes______ No______ 
If yes, please describe: 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
HAS A PHASE 1 ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT EVER BEEN CONDUCTED ON THE  
PROPERTY?  YES    NO   (PLEASE ATTACH) 

 
HAS A PHASE 2 ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT EVER BEEN CONDUCTED ON THE 
PROPERTY?  YES    NO   (PLEASE ATTACH) 
 
DESCRIBE THE NATURE OF THE REMEDIATION/SITE RESTORATION WORK 
PROPOSED TO BE UNDERTAKEN: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DESCRIBE ANY APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT THAT ARE CURRENTLY UNDER 
REVIEW, OR ARE BEING PROPOSED FOR THE SUBJECT PROPERTY. 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EXPLAIN HOW THE SITE AND/OR BULDING(S) MAY HAVE BECAME CONTAMINATED: 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PROVIDE A DETAILED COST ESTIMATE OF THE WORK (PHASE I OR II ESA EXCLUDING GST) TO 
BE UNDERTAKEN  (PLEASE ATTACH THE ESTIMATE). 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I/WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the information given herein is true, correct, and complete in every 
respect and I/WE UNDERTAKE to provide all information as required by the municipality to determine 
the amount of grant available under this program. 

 
 

SIGNATURE OF REGISTERED OWNER:        DATE:   
(Applicant) 
 
SIGNATURE OF QUALIFIED PERSON:       DATE:   
(Environmental Consultant) 
 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 
GRANT  REFERENCE NUMBER:           
 
DATE RECEIVED:           
 
DATE APPROVED:            
 
GRANT PAYMENT:           
(Grant payment will be made after taxes have been paid in full by the Owner) 
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                Township of Warwick 
Community Improvement Plan (CIP) 

GRANT APPLICATION FORM 
 

Consultation with municipal staff is required prior to submitting application. Council is not required to provide 
funding and may terminate this program at any time without notice. 

 
Please indicate eligible grant applying for: 
 

GRANT TYPE:  Building Accessibility Grant/ Tax Increment-Equivalent 
Grant/ Permit Fee Grant 
 
NAME OF REGISTERED PROPERTY OWNER:         

 
MAILING ADDRESS OF REGISTERED PROPERTY OWNER:        
 
              

 
POSTAL CODE:      
 
PHONE:      FAX:         
 
E-MAIL:              
 
ADDRESS OF SUBJECT PROPERTY:           
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT NO.      PLAN NO.      
 
ASSESSMENT ROLL NUMBER:           
 
NAME OF BUSINESS:             
 
NAME OF APPLICANT’S SOLICITOR:           
 
PHONE:      FAX:         
 
E-MAIL:             
 
1. CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
 
 a) Is the subject property receiving any amounts of public funding? 

  YES       NO__ 

Township of Warwick 
6332 Nauvoo Road 
R.R.#8 
Watford, ON, NOM 2S0 
Telephone: (519) 849-3926 
Fax:  (519) 849-6136 
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If yes please describe:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. DESCRIBE THE NATURE OF THE REHIBILIATION WORK PROPOSED TO BE UNDERTAKEN: 
 (Including development proposal and concept plan; business plan; and rehabilitation plan. 

Further information may be requested at the description of the Township of Warwick) 
            
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
 
3. PROVIDE A DETAILED COST ESTIMATE OF THE WORK TO BE UNDERTAKEN (PLEASE 

ATTACH THE ESTIMATE). (Include all monetary values). 
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
 
I/WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the information given herein is true, correct, and complete in every 
respect and I/WE UNDERTAKE to provide all information as required by the municipality to determine 
the amount of grant available under this program. 

 
 

SIGNATURE OF REGISTERED OWNER:        DATE:    
 
 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 
GRANT REFERENCE NUMBER:           
 
DATE RECEIVED:        
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COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT GRANT PROGRAM 
STRUCTURAL GRANT APPLICATION FORM 

 
The purpose of the Community Improvement Grant Program is to offer incentives to landowners, 
businesses and developers that propose significant commercial, industrial, residential or institutional 
projects that substantially renovate, restore, improve and update a prominent building or structure or 
key vacant property and accomplish more than one of the following: 
 

o Address structural and life safety issues to create usable and efficient floor space 
o Improve property standards or preserve architectural significance 
o Remediate a brownfield site, or improve the environment by planting trees, protecting 

habitat, or other methods to enhance the natural ecosystems 
o Upgrade public infrastructure such as sewer, water, storm, roadway, sidewalks 
o Preserve or enhance employment opportunities 

 
Grant assistance is provided in the form of an up to 50% matching grant, which is paid upon 
completion of the previously approved work. Please review the specific grant program terms and 
conditions. (Further information may be requested at the description of the Township of 
Warwick, including development proposals, concept plans; business plans; and rehabilitation 
plans). 
 

Application Number (assigned by staff):  

Date Application Received:  

 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Municipal Address Street Num: Street Name: Unit Num: 

Commercial Name (if applicable)  

Registered Plan 
Number: 

 Registered Plan Lot/Block 
No. 

 

OWNER and APPLICANT INFORMATION 

Property Owner Information (check 
one) 

Person(s) Company 

Registered Land Surname: First name: 

 
TOWNSHIP OF WARWICK 

 “A Community in Action” 
 

6332 Nauvoo Road, R.R. #8, Watford, ON  N0M 2S0 
 

 
Township Office:  (519) 849-3926 / 1-877-849-3926 Works Department: (519) 849-3923 
Watford Arena: (519) 876-2808    Fax: (519) 849-6136 
Website: www.warwicktownship.ca   E-mail: info@warwicktownship.ca  

http://www.warwicktownship.ca/
mailto:info@warwicktownship.ca
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Owner: 

Name: (if Company) Company Officer 

Address: Street No. Street Name: Unit Num: 

Municipality: Province: Postal Code: 

Telephone: No: (     ) Fax: (     ) Email:    

Applicant Information (if different than Owner): 

Application 
Contact: 

Surname: First name: 

Name: (if Company) Company Officer 

Address: Street No. Street Name: Unit Num: 

Municipality: Province: Postal Code: 

Telephone: No: (     ) Fax: (     ) Email:    
I hearby make the above application for a Community Improvement Grant, declaring all the information  
contained herein is true and correct, and acknowledging the Township of Warwick will  process the application 
based on the information provided. 

Signature: 
 

Title: 

Printed Name of Signatory: 
 

Date: 

 
The personal information on this form is collected under the legal authority of the Planning Act, 
Section 28. The personal information will be used for determining your eligibility for a grant/loan. If 
you have any questions about the collection, please contact the CAO Clerk at 519-849-3926 ext. 28. 

OWNER’S AUTHORIZATION 

If the applicant is not the owner, the property owner must complete this section. If there is more than 
one owner a separate authorization from each individual or corporation is required. Attach an 
additional page or pages in the same format as this authorization if necessary. 

 
I, _______________________________________ being the registered owner of the subject lands, 
hereby authorize (print name of applicant), ___________________________________________ to 
submit the above application to the Township of Warwick for approval thereof. 

Signature: Date: 

Printed Name of Signatory: Title:  
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DESCRIPTION OF IMPROVEMENTS 

 Please provide a detailed, written description of the proposed improvements.  

 Attach one (1) copy of a prepared sketch showing the proposed improvements. 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

 Please attach a photograph(s) of the existing façade, signage, structure, property (where 
applicable) 
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WORK ESTIMATES 

Please attach two (2) independent contractor estimates. 

Grants are calculated based upon the lowest estimate. 

Preferred Contractor: 

Estimated Construction Cost: 

 

$ 

Second Contractor: 

Estimated Construction Cost: 

 

$ 

Total Construction Cost: $ 

Total Grant Requested 

Please note: Preference given to projects that 

leverage more than a 50% contribution 

$ 

 

 



 
 
 

 





WARWICK TOWNSHIP CIP STEERING COMMITTEE 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Mandate:  The mandate of the Township of Warwick Community Improvement Plan (CIP) 

Steering Committee is to advise Township of Warwick Council and its respective committees on 

matters of interest and concern which administer the Township of Warwick Community 

Improvement Plan (CIP) and the Township of Warwick Mural Placement Guidelines. The 

Committee is an advisory committee of Council.  

Goal:  To provide information, advice and assistance to Council and staff on matters relating to 

the Township of Warwick (CIP) and Township of Warwick Mural Guideline policies.  

Role:  The primarily role of the committee is to review relevant applications and policies as they 

relate to the Township of Warwick (CIP) and Township of Warwick Mural Guideline policies. 

The Steering Committee would be responsible for promotion and marketing relating to the plans, 

for reviewing and assessing applications from eligible property owners, for reporting to Council, 

for assembling information and preparing implementing agreements and for undertaking ongoing 

monitoring of the Community Improvement Plan program (CIP).  

Committee Structure: The committee will consist of a maximum five (5) voting members 

consisting of: 

 The committee shall appoint a Chair and Vice Chair. 

 The Chair can vote on every motion. If the votes are equal, the question is defeated. (Or 

the Chair cannot vote on every motion and if there is a tie, the Chair can vote as the 

tiebreaker.) 

 Fifty (50) percent of the committee representation must be in attendance to reach quorum.  

 The committee shall report to Council via the Chair. 

 The Committee may invite other citizens and volunteers to assist from time to time as 

non-voting members.  

Staff Support:  Staff support will be provided principally through the Planning and Development 

Services Department and the Township of Warwick administration services. The Planner or 

designate shall serve as the secretary to the Committee. 

Meeting Schedule:  At the call of the Chair  

Other:  The order of business is to be set out in an agenda package to be provided to the 

committee members. The Committee has no independent authority and is responsible for 

providing recommendations to Council. The Township of Warwick staff will meet with the 

committee to ensure works approved under this plan are maintained, and advise Council on the 

progress of works approved under this plan.  
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